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In Lighting the Shakespearean Stage, 1567&#150;1642, R. B. Graves examines the lighting of early

modern English drama from both historical and aesthetic perspectives. He traces the contrasting

traditions of sunlit amphitheaters and candlelit hall playhouses, describes the different lighting

techniques, and estimates the effect of these techniques both indoors and outdoors.Graves

discusses the importance of stage lighting in determining the dramatic effect, even in cases where

the manipulation of light was not under the direct control of the theater artists. He devotes a chapter

to the early modern lighting equipment available to English Renaissance actors and surveys

theatrical lighting before the construction of permanent playhouses in London. Elizabethan stage

lighting, he argues, drew on both classical and medieval precedents.
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